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Nature of wildfires in Melghat Protected Area and their impact on forest cover
- A geographical study
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Abstract:
Wildfires are one of the major factors leading to degradation of natural resources in forests.

Whether the cause of these fires are natural or man-made, the damage is huge. Different strategies are
adopted to deal with these challenges. But, even today there is a need to go a long way in this battle.
Considering these matters, in the present research work, the events of fire or wildfires in Melghat
protected area of Amravati administrative division of Maharashtra and its effect on various factors
have been studied in depth. For this, the information published by the Forest Department of the
Government of Maharashtra from 2015 to 2020 was used. The areas of Jarida, Ghatang, Anjangaon,
Dharni and Susarda in the Melghat Protected Area were considered in the study. On the basis of the
statistical analysis of the data obtained, it is observed that fire incidents occur more in Susarda region
and it is found that the most affected area is in this region. Differences were also found in the quality of
fire fighting systems in different areas. Differences were also found in the form of cooperation in
wildfire control by the local population as a whole. It can be seen that the citizens of Jarida and
Susarda are more involved in government work.
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